THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY-ITS  NECESSITY  AND  ITS  MISSION. 


SPEECH  OF  HON.  JOHN  ALLISON, 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 
IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

AUGUST    6,    1856. 


Ihe  House  being  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union — 

Mr.  ALLISON  said : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  la  seeking  the  floor  this  even- 
ing, it  is  my  object,  -with  leave  of  the  Committee, 
to  submit  some  remarks  in  reply  to  the  very  ex- 
traordinary assumptions  which  have  been  made 
by  Southern  gentlemen  during  the  progress  of 
this  discussiou,  iu  relation  to  the  objects  and 
purposes  of  the  party  to  which  I  have  conceived 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  attach  myself,  and  with 
which  it  is  my  purpose  to  act  in  the  approaching 
Presidential  election.  One  conversant  with  po- 
litical events  which  have  transpired  in  this  coun- 
try within  the  last  two  years,  can  scarcely  be 
supposed  to  be  ignorant  of  the  origin  of  the  Re- 
publican, or  people's  party.  And  yet,  there  are 
gentlemen  in  these  Halls  who  are  persistent  in 
their  refusal  to  accept  of  our  own  exposition  of 
our  principles  and  of  our  objects.  Whether  this 
is  the  result  of  a  wilful  igaorance,  or  of  a  dis- 
position to  misrepresent  our  principles,  I  will  not 
undertake  to  say. 

The  gentleman  from  Alabama,  .{Mr.  Walker,] 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  has  taken  formal 
leave  of  his  old  associates — the  "  Sotith  Ameri- 
cans " — and  avowed  his  purpose  to  support  the 
nominee  of  the  Democratic  party,  Mr.  Buchanan, 
because,  as  he  informs  us,  he  thinks  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan stands  upon  a  better  Southern  platform 
than  the  one  upon  which  Mr.  Fillm.ore  stands. 
The  gentleman  from  Alabama  sees  iu  the  distant 
political  horizon  portentous  clouds,  and  expresses 
great  fear  for  the  stability  of  the  Union.  In  an- 
swer to  the  question  which  I  put  to  him,  whether 
he  would  consider  the  restoration  of  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise,  by  the  Congress  about  to  be 
elected  by  the  people,  a  sufficient  cause  for  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union,  he  has  deliberately  and 
candidly  informed  us  that  he  would  consider 
such  action  bjr  Congress  a  sufficient  cause  to 
dissolve  this  Government. 

This  doctrine  breaks  down  the  great  principle 
which  underlies  our  system  of  Government ;  that 
is,  that  the  will  of  the  majority,  lawfully  and  con- 
stitutionally expressed,  shall  control.  If  the  doc- 
trine is  to  obtain,  that  a  minority  shall  rule,  it  is 
a  question  to  be  considered,  how  small  a  minority 
may  prescribe  terms  upon  which  they  will  remain 
in  the  Union  and  control  the  Government.  It 
unsettles  the  whole  system,  and  we  are  in  the 
midst  of  chaos  and  confusion.  I  think  that  those 
gentlemen  who  give  utterance  to  such  sentiments 


have  not  fully  weighed  their  import,  and  do  them- 
selves great  injustice  in  permitting  such  senti- 
ments to  go  abroad  to  the  country.  Pride  of 
opinion  has  often  much  to  do  in  shaping  our 
course  of  action  ;  and  hasty  expressions  have 
often  driven  men  to  pursue  a  policy  which  they 
have  afterwards  deeply  regretted. 

This  declaration,  coming,  as  it  does,  from  a 
gentleman  of  high  position,  ability,  and  candor, 
cannot  but  make  an  impression  upon  the  minds 
of  the  people.  North  and  South.  The  people  are 
not  to  be  driven  from  their  purpose  by  a  change 
of  issues,  which  is  so  industriously  and  perse- 
veringly  attempted  to  be  made  by  gentlemen  in 
these  Halls,  and  by  stump  orators,,  and  by  those 
who  write  diatribes  to  be  read  at  mass  meetings, 
and  who  artfully  attempt  to  call  off  the  attention 
of  the  people  from  the  stupendous  wrong  com- 
mitted by  the  abrogation  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise, and  its  legitimate  fruits — the  crimes  and 
outrages  committed  in  Kansas — by  picturing  to 
their  minds  the  horrors  attendant  upon  a  disso- 
lution of  the  Union.  This  is  the  cry  to  be  made 
all  over  the  land  by  those  political  Jeremiahs, 
who  prophesy  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  should 
the  Republicans  have  a  majority,  and  carry  the 
election  for  President.  They  would  have  us  be- 
lieve that  they,  in  imitation  of  the  "weeping 
prophet,"  would  have  their  heads  "  fountains  of 
tears,  that  they  might  weep  day  and  night"  for 
evils  impending  over  otir  country,  and  conse- 
quent upon  the  election  of  Fremont.  I  tell  all 
such  political  hypocrites,  that  they  had  better 
weep  over  the  evils  which  are  now  upon  us,  and 
are  the  fruits  of  the  wicked  measures  of  this  Ad- 
ministration. I  would  not  have  them  restrain 
their  tears,  but  let  them  weep  over  the  perfidy  of 
their  own  acts. 

THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY  A  CONSTITUTIONAL  PARTY. 

In  what  I  have  to  say,  it  will  be  my  object  to 
show  that  the  Republican  party  occupies  strictly 
constitutional  ground ;  that  it  makes  no  demands 
which  are  unjust  to  any  section,  or  ■which  are 
violative  of  any  principle  or  compact),;  but  merely 
asks  to  have  restored  to  the  free  States  that 
which  was,  by  solemn  compact,  in  a  division  of 
territory,  dedicated  to  the  purposes  of  Freedom, 
and  to  the  culture  of  free  labor — the  Territory 
north  of  36°  30^^,  known  as  "Nebraska  Terri- 
tory," embracing  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and 
Nebraska.  Do  we  make  an  unjust  demand  upon 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  asking  them 
to  give  back  to  us  that  which  they  b&ve  wrong-. 


fully  taken  from  us.  and  which  we  had  the  na-  I  large  numbers  of  aged  and  intelligent  men,  of 
tion's  pliffhted  faith  we  should  hold  forerer?  If  I  high  position  in  political  and  social  circles,  with- 
the  demand  is  -^rong, it  should  not  be  made;  or,  I  out  sufficient  convincing  and  controlling  causes, 


if  made,  it  should  not  be  granted.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  right,  as  I  conceive  it  to  be,  the 
sooner  it  is  granted,  either  by  the  admission  of 
Kansas  with  her  Topeka  Constitution,  or  by  the 
passage  of  Mr.  Dunn's,  or  some  other  bill  restor- 
iuff  the  Missouri  Compromise  line,  and  reorgan- 
izfrnr  the  Territory,  the  better  for  all  concerned. 
We  are  not  particular  how  it  is  done,  so  that  jus- 
tice be  done,  and  the  demands  of  humanity  and 
good  faith  satisfied. 

The  marshalling  of  the  hosts  of  Freedom,  under 
the  Republican  banner,  strikes  terror  into  thTe 
hearts  of  the  Pro-Slavery  leaders  throughout  the 
land,  and  no  terms  of  opprobrium  are  spared  in 
their  denunciation  of  the  people  of  the  free  States, 
who,  in  the  spirit  which  animated  their  fathers 
at  Lexington,  Bunker  Hill,  and  Trenton,  are  now 
uniting  in  a  peaceful  and  constitutional  manner, 
to  assert  and  defend  their  rights  at  the  ballot- 
box.      These    "  Black  Republicans,"  as  we  are 
scornfully  called,  where  did  they  come  from  ? 
Who  are' they?     Who  compose  this  new  party? 
It  was  not  in  existence  at  the  last  Presidential 
canvass.     It  had  neither    "  a  habitation   nor  a 
name,'"  four  short  years  ago.    IIow  comes  it  that, 
in  this  country,  where  political  parties  are  ordina- 
rilv  so  slow  of  growth,  that  this  new  party  has 
sosuddenly  assumed  such  vast  proportions  as  to 
overshadow  all  other  parties,  and  blanch  with 
fear   and   trepidation  the  hitherto    "  unterrified 
Democracy?'     Come,  gentlemen  of  the   Demo- 
cratic party,  answer  these  questions,  if  you  please. 
Tell  me  how  it  is  that  in  this  country,  where 
party  alliances  are  so  firm,  and  party  ties  and 
prejudices  are  so  strong,  that  a  great  and  povfer- 
ful  party  should  spring  into  maturity,  as  it  were, 
in  a  day,  and  spread  consternatioil  in  your  ranks, 
and  strike  terror  to  the  hearts  of  your  perfidious 
leaders  ?    Tell  me  why  it  is  that  you  are  no  longer 
the  great,  boastful,  arrogant  party  that  you  were, 
when  your  triumphant  majority  of  the  last  Con- 
gress entered  these  Halls,  in    December,    1853? 
Look  around  this  Hall.    What  has  become  of  that 
proud  majority  who  occupied  these  desks  in  the 
last  Congress  ?     Where  stands   your  President, 
who  was  ushered  into  his  exalted  position  amid 
the  joyous  acclaim  of  millions  of  happy  people, 
and  whose  praises  were  upon  the  lips  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  subservient  admirers  ?    Cast  out  of 
a  Convention  largely  composed  of  his  own  ofiice- 
holders,  and  scorned  by  the  very  men  who  used 
him  for  their  base  purposes,  there  is  '•  none  now  so 
low  as  to  do  him  reverence,"  and  these  Halls  are 
now  familiar  to  new  sounds  and  new  voices.    Tell 
me,  gentlemen,  do  light  or  trifiing  causes,  either 
in  the  moral,  physical,  or  political  world,  pro- 
duce great  results  ?    Give  to  the  world  the  results 
of  your  philosophical  reflections  upon  this  most 
interesting  su'oject.     Ahl  gentlemen,  you  know, 
and  your  ill-advised  and  weak  President  knows, 
that  these  mighty  manifestations  of  popular  con- 
demnation are  the  effects  of  gre3,t  moving  causes. 
Nothing  but  a  manifest  betrayal  of  the  people's 
confidence  could  have  so  aroused    and  nerved 
them  to  the  great  deeds  which  they  have  per- 
formed,  and   are   now   performing.      Party  ties 
a,nd   agsociations   are   not  readily  sundered  by 


above  and  beyond  those  of  mere  political  econo- 
my, or  of  administrative  policy.  They  must  have 
their  causes  in  the  deep  groundswells  which 
move  the  hearts  and  claim  the  attention  of  the 
people,  and  drive  them  to  sever  old  ties  and  asso- 
ciations which  may  have  bound  them  for  years 
to  political  organizations,  and  to  seek  new  asso- 
ciations, in  defence  of  vital  principles,  and  of 
rights  dear  to,  and  common  to,  all  patriotic 
citizens. 

We  have  a  grand  spectacle  now  presented  to 
the  world,  in  the  uprising  of  the  people  of  the  free 
States,  who  are  snapping  their  old  political  bonds 
as  if  they  were  scorched  flax;  and  we  see  men 
associating  together  under  a  new  organization, 
who  have  through  a  long  life  been  political  op- 
ponents. They  do  not  stop  to  inquire  what  a 
man  has  been;  if  he  is  now  for  justice  and  hu- 
manity, he  is  a  welcome  co-laborer  in  a  nation's 
cause.  An  organization  which  has  for  its  ob- 
ject the  fulfilment  of  the  nation's  plighted  faith, 
and  the  performance  of  its  agreements,  cannot 
be  sectional.  Some,  in  the  Fcepublican  ranks, 
have  been  Democrats — associates  and  advisers 
of  Monroe  and  Jackson;  others  have  been  Whigs 
of  the  Clay  and  Webster  school — Cabinet  Min- 
isters of  Harrison  and  Taylor.  Others,  again, 
there  are,  who,  at  an  early  day,  gave  earnest 
heed  to  the  teachings  of  the  "old  man  eloquent," 
John  Quincy  Adams,  and  have  been  vigilant 
watchmen  upon  the  walls  of  Freedom,  and  who 
have  been  giving  forth  notes  of  alarm,  from  time 
to  time,  since  Mr.  Adams  unmasked  the  plot, 
which  was  conceived  by  Mr.  Calhoun  and  bis 
Southern  friends,  to  produce  a  revolution  in 
Texas,  and  annex  it  to  this  country.  The  up- 
rising of  an  injured  and  indignant  people,  de- 
termined to  assert  and  to  vindicate  their  rights, 
is  the  grand  specta.cle  now  presented  for  the  ad- 
miration of  the  workl,  and-  is  one  of  the  best 
evidences  of  man's  capability  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  of  his  ability  to  "conquer  his  preju- 
dices." Every  one  knows  how  difficult  it  is  to 
Control  our  political  prejudices,  antipathies,  and 
preferences.  But  when  the  citadel  of  our  liber- 
ties is  invaded,  and  Vandal  hands  commit  vi- 
olence upon  time-honored  compacts,  we  see  the 
good,  the  wise,  the  virtuous,  of  all  parties,  come 
together  as  by  affinity,  to  combine  their  strength, 
and-r^nite  their  counsels  for  their  country's  good, 
and  in  vindication  of  its  plighted  faith,  and  in 
defence  of  the  Constitution. 

The  Republican  or  people's  party  owes  its 
existence  to  no  puny  efforts  of  party  tricksters, 
but  has  arisen  in  spite  of  party  leaders,  and  to 
call  them  to  a  strict  account  before  the  nation's 
grand  tribunal,  to  answer  for  their  faithlessness 
and  their  perfidy.  Their  abuse  of  the  people's 
confidence,  their  violation  of  their  jiarty's  and 
of  their  personal  individual  pledges,  has  created 
a  necessity  which  can  only  be  met  by  the  people, 
without  regard  to  former  political  associations, 
uniting  their  efforts  to  bring  back  their  Govern- 
ment to  its  true  intent  and  purpose,  which  was 
"to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice, 
insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  to 


secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and 
our  posterity ; "  and  not,  as  is  now  boldly  avowed 
by  the  leaders  of  the  party  in  power,  to  extend 
Slavery  over  the  fertile  plains  of  the  West,  which 
were  by  our  fathers  dedicated  to  the  purposes  of 
Freedom.  All  over  the  free  States,  the  people  are 
awake  to  this  necessity,  and  will  perform  their 
duty,  and  are  not  to  be  deterred  by  the  ravings 
of  party  leaders,  or  misled  by  the  Jesuitical  wail- 
ings  of  cold-blooded  and  heartless  politicians, 
who  hope  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  people 
who  love  the  Union,  by  crying  that  the  "Union 
is  in  danger,"  and  that  if  the  Republicans  suc- 
ceed it  will  be  dissolved.  These  men  know  that 
the  great  heart  of  the  people  of  the  free  States 
never  throbs  with  an  emotion  that  is  not  freighted 
■with  prayers  for  the  preservation  of  the  union  of 
these  States. 

Who  is  it  that  threatens  to  dissolve  the  Union? 
Pray  tell  me!  I  am  aware  that  such  threats  have 
been  made;  and  I  design,  before  I  close,  to  show 
who  they  are  who  make  them — to  what  party 
they  belong.  Do  the  patriotic  people  of  the  free 
Xorth,  who  are  rallying  under  the  Republican 
banner,  threaten  to  dissolve  this  Union,  should 
they  not  succeed  at  the  approachijig  election? 
No,  no;  they  are  a  law-abiding  and  compact- 
keeping  people,  and  seek  their  remedies  in  the 
Union,  and  under  the  Constitution.  They  be- 
lieve that  the  principles  upon  which  the  Govern- 
ment is  founded  have  been  violated,  andthat  great 
and  atrocious  wrongs  have  been  committed,  by 
this  Administration  ;  but  they  seek  for  a  constitu- 
tional remedy.  They  believe  that,  great  as  have 
been  the  departures  of  the  Government  from  the 
original  intentions  and  purposes  of  its  founders, 
and  monstrous  as  have  been  the  wrongs  com- 
mitted, we  have  a  remedy  in  the  ballot-box — a 
peaceful  remedy,  a  constitutional  remedy,  to  be 
applied  by  the  people  themselves.  We  appeal  to 
that  remedy,  and  will  abide  by  its  decision.  Now, 
you  professed  Democrats,  what  will  you  do  ? 
Will  you  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  ballot-box? 
Will  you  abide  by  the  arbitrament  of  the  people — 
the  sovereigns  of  this  land?  I  have  the  answer 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker,] 
which  was  approved  of  by  those  sitting  around 
him,  friends  and  supporters  of  Mr.  Buchanan. 
He  will  not  abide  by  the  arbitrament  of  the  peo- 
ple, should  it  be  given  against  him,  and  in  favor 
of  a  restoration  of  the  Missottri  Compromise  line, 
by  which  Kansas  would  be  given  back  to  Free- 
dom, and  peace  and  good  will  restored  to  this 
distracted  and  excited  country.  No,  not  he. 
Many  other  Democratic  members  have  avowed 
similar  sentiments  upon  this  floor.  Such  a  de- 
cision, in  their  opinions,  would  be  a  sufBcient 
cause  for  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Those  false 
pretenders  who  are  endeavoring  to  alarm  the 
people  of  the  North,  by  charging  such  views  and 
purposes  upon  the  Republican  party,  are  not  to 
escape  in  that  way.  It  is  an  old  trick  for  whale- 
men to  throw  a  tub  to  the  whale  which  they 
have  harpooned,  that  his  attention  may  be  ar- 
rested, and  they  enabled  to  make  their  escape; 
but  the  people,  who  have  been  wounded  in  their 
peace,  and  whose  dearest  rights  have  been  vi- 
olated, are  not  to  be  diverted  by  this  Jesuitical 
cry  of  disunion.  This  tub  to  the  whale  will  not 
serve  their  purpose,  while  the  perfidious  schemers 


are  plainly  in  sight,  with  their  harpoons  in  their 
hands.  No,  no,  gentlemen;  there  is  to  be  no  es- 
cape from  a  just  retribution,  and  there  is  to  be 
no  dissolution  either.  The  men  who  will  be  able 
at  the  ballot-box  to  vindicate  the  Constitution, 
and  restore  to  Freedom  its  rights,  will  commit  no 
wrongs  upon  any  section  of  the  country,  and  will 
invade  the  rights  of  none  of  the  States.  They 
will  be  abundantly  able  to  defend  the  Constitu- 
tion and  preserve  the  Union,  and  they  will  do  it 
at  all  and  every  hazard. 

The  monstrous  doctrine,  that  the  will  of  a  ma- 
jority is.  in  a  certain  contingency,  to  be  resisted, 
even  to  the  disruption  of  this  Union,  is  put  forth 
by  professed  Democrats,  not  by  Republicans. 

The  Republican  party  go  to  the  country  upon 
the  issue  of  restoring  to  Freedom  that  which  be- 
longs to  it  by  compact,  confident  in  the  ability  of 
the  people  to  comprehend  the  questions  at  issue, 
and  to  decide  upon  them  intelligently.  They 
wish  for  no  false  issues;  they  raise  none.  T:^ey 
simply  ask  that  the  Missouri  Compromise,  by 
which  a  vast  territory  was  divided  between  the 
two  sections  of  the  country,  should  be  restored, 
and  that  the  plighted  faith  of  the  South,  whose 
Senators  and  members  of  this  House,  at  that 
time,  forced  it  upon  the  country,  be  kept  and 
fulfilled.  Gentlemen  of  the  South,  you  have  en- 
joyed for  many  years  the  benefits  arising  out  of 
that  division  of  territory.  You  have  had  the 
power  given  to  you,  through  the  slave  represent- 
ation in  Missouri  and  Arkansas ;  through  the 
power  of  that  representation,  you  have  admitted 
Texas  into  the  Union,  with  the  privilege  of  di- 
viding it  into  four  additional  slave  States,  not  to 
mention  other  and  great  advantages  secured  to 
your  section  by  that  division.  Is  it  for  you  to 
threaten  a  dissolution  of  this  Union,  if  the  de- 
mand be  complied  with,  and  that  compact  shall 
.be  kept,  and  that  Compromise  line  restored? 
Think  of  these  things,  gentlemen. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  equality  of 
rights  between  the  North  and  the  South.  Why 
was  that  not  thought  of  when  Texas  was  an- 
nexed?— that  vast  territory,  all  dedicated  to 
the  interests  of  Slavery,  and  which  will  in 
time  have  a  representation  in  the  ^senate  of 
ten  SenaLors.  The  North,  fully  understanding 
the  object  of  that  acquisition  to  be  its  dediCcvvion 
to  Slavery,  submitted  to  that  great  injustice. 
Through  the  power  thus  gained,  you  have  been 
enabled  to  control  the  legislation  of  the  country, 
and  the  North  has  submitted.  Equality  of  rights, 
indeed!  Was  there  ever  such  a  bald  pretence? 
Did  the  North  threaten  a  dissolution  when  the 
South  appropriated  Texas?  Whatever  may  be 
the  object  of  this  threat  to  dissolve  the  Union, 
whether  to  alarm  the  people  of  the  free  States,  and 
drive  them  to  the  support  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  or 
whether  it  is  to  divert  attention  from  the  wrongs 
of  this  Administration,  and  the  monstrous  out- 
rages committed  in  Kansas,  I  care  not.  Of  one 
thing  I  am  certain — the  Republicans  make  no  such 
threats,  and  design  only  to  assert  and  vindicate 
their  rights  in  a  constitutional  manner ;  and  that 
they  will  do,  and  abide  the  result,  and  are  not  to 
be  cajoled  or  frightened. 

SECTIONALISM. 

Another  device  of  the  Democracy  is  that  of 
charging  the  Republicans  with  being  sectional, 


and  ■with  having  made  aggi-essions  upon  the 
■South,  and  claiming-  for  their  party  a  broad  na- 
tionality. Eovr  is  thi??  Let  us  go  back  to  the 
inaugural  address  of  President  Pierce.  He  con- 
gratulates the  country  upon  the  quiet  and  peace 
■which  had  been  restored  by  the  Compromises  of 
1S50,  and  pledges  himself  to  the  country  that 
through  no  act  of  his  should  the  peace  of  the 
country  be  disturbed,  nor  should  the  exciting 
question  of  Slavery  be  reopened.  The  Baltimore 
PlaM'orm  had  pledged  his  party  to  the  Compro- 
mise Measures  as  a  finality,  and  agitation  was  to 
be  discountenanced  wherever,  or  whenever,  or 
by  whomsoever  attempted,  in  or  out  of  the  Halls 
of  Congress.  This  was  a  solemn  party  pledge, 
and  as  solemnly  endorsed  by  the  President  in  his 
inaugural.  "Well  would  it  have  been  for  our 
country,  and  for  the  honor  of  those  who  gave 
those  pledges,  had  they  been  observed  ;  but  they 
■were  as  but  the  idle  winds.  The  first  session  ot 
the  iirst  Congress  which  assembled  after  Mr. 
Pierce  was  elected  had  scarcely  told  two  moons, 
before  the  intense  sectionalism  of  the  Adminis- 
tration began  to  manifest  itself. 

The  hypocritical  cant  about  the  restoration  of 
peace,  and  the  happj'  termination  of  agitation, 
was  soon  ascertained  to  be  "  honeyed  words  "  in 
the  mouths  of  political  charlatans.  The  country 
■vs'as  soon  astounded  by  the  developments  at  this 
Capitol,  going  to  show  a  conspiracy,  cunningly 
devised,  and  boldly  and  audaciously  carried  out, 
in  violation  of  all  truth,  fairness,  and  justice,  to 
favor  one  section  by  basely,  filching  from  the 
other  section  its  portion  of  the  division  of  terri- 
tory made  in  1820.  Will  some  one  be  kind 
enouu'h  to  tell  me  -wherein  lay  the  nationality  or 
justice  ot  that  act  ?  Resistance  to  that  foul  deed 
is  branded  by  our  Southern  friends,  and  their 
Northern  allies,  as  sectionalism ;  and  every  man 
■who  disapproves  of  the  act  is  put  under  the  ban, 
and  condemned  as  a  sectionalist.  Only  those 
■who  approve  of  this  stupendous  robbery  are  per- 
mitted to  claim  nationality.  Well  may  sucli  a 
party  set  up  the  highwayman's  plea,  or  the  Os- 
tend  Circular's  teaching  of  morality.  The  open 
advocacy  of  the  robbery  of  the  Island  of  Cuba 
from  Snain,  is  but  an  endorsement  of  the  prin- 
ciple tliat  might  makes  right,  and  justifies  any 
wronfj  v.'hich  the  party  may  have  the  power  to 
commit. 

The  Democratic  party,  with  loud  professions 
of  a  patriotic  nationality,  and  with  pledges  not  to 
agitate  or  disturb  the  settlement  of  the  Terri- 
torial question,  which  had  caused  such  excite- 
ment pr:or  to  18.50,  and  which  was  settled  by  the 
Compromise  of  that  year,  gained  the  confidence 
of  the  people  by  those  false  professions.  They 
ittained  the  power,  and  basely  used  it  to  rob  one 
Bection  of  territory  to  give  it  to  another,  that  it 
might  thereby  have  the  political  supremacy  in 
the  country.  If  this  can  be  justified,  surely  the 
same  morality  would  justify  the  appropriation, 
by  this  country,  of  the  Island  of  Cuba.  The  high- 
■wayman's  plea  can  be  resorted  to  in  both  cases, 
■and  those  who  have  been  wronged  must  tamely 
Bubmit,  or  bear  the  odium  of  being  called  sec- 
tionalists.  Since  that  party  dare  not  nominate 
Mr.  Pierce,  it  must  be  admitted  that  they  are 
'fortunate  in  haying  Mr.  Buchana<a,  one  of  the 
-authori  of  the  "  Ostend  Circular,"  for  their  can- 


didate for  the  Presidency.  The  man  ■who  sug- 
gests the  stealing  of  an  island  for  the  purpose  of 
adding  to  the  slave  power  of  the  country,  could 
not  be  expected  to  condemn  the  appropriation  of 
Kansas  to  the  same  purpose.  Laud  professions 
of  nationality  are  not  sufficient  disguises  to  de- 
ceive the  people,  and  justify  wrongs  committed 
upon  the  free  States,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the 
political  control  of  this  great  country  to  a  sec- 
tion containing  six  millions  of  the  twenty  mil- 
lions of  whites  in  this  country.  The  audacity  of 
this  demand  of  the  South  is  only  equalled  by  the 
baseness  of  their  allies  in  the  free  States,  who 
are  willing  to  aid  them  in  accomplishing  their 
purposes. 

It  is  asserted,  by  those  who  have  examined  the 
census  returns,  that  of  the  six  millions  of  vi^hites 
in  the  slave  States,  the  ownership  of  slave  prop- 
erty is  confined  to  less  than  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  persons,  men,  women,  and  minors. 

We  have,  then,  the  startling  fact,  that  the  con- 
trol of  this  Government  is  sought  to  be  placed 
permanently  in  the  hands  of  an  oligarchy  num- 
bering considerably  less  than  there  are  voters  in 
the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent.  I  wish  the  freemen  of  Pennsylvania 
to  remember  this  fact,  w^hen  they  hear  those  ex- 
pansive national  Democrats  discourse  so  elo- 
quently, as  is  their  wont,  about  sectionalism. 
That  those  who  have  large  pecuniary  interests 
invested  in  slave  property,  should  desire  to  have 
that  interest  control  all  other  pecuniary  interests 
of  the  country,  is  not  strange  ;  but  that  free  white 
men,  living  in  free  States,  should  lend  their  in- 
fluence to  hand  over  this  Government  to  this  sec- 
tional interest,  is  amazing.  If  this  question  in- 
volved no  other  than  pecuniary  interests,  it  would 
be  strange  that  all  others  should  be  handed  over 
to  its  tender  mercies. 

But  what  shall  we  say  of  human  rights,  of  jus- 
tice, and  of  the  great  living  truths  enunciated  in 
our  Declaration  of  Independence  ? 

THE  TRUE  DOCTRINE. 

On  a  former  occasion,  in  this  House,  I  shovred, 
by  reference  to  the  speeches  and  to  the  acts  of 
the  patriots  who  founded  this  Government,  that 
it  -was  not  their  intention  or  purpose  to  permit 
Slavery  to  spread  over  the  Territories  of  the  coun- 
try. I  will  not,  on  this  occasion,  do  more  than 
say  that,  in  permitting  Slavery  to  spread  beyond 
the  limits  to  which  it  was  confined  by  the  fathers 
of  the  Republic,  we  have  widely  departed  from 
their  policy. 

In  my  own  State,  (Pennsylvania,)  the  noble 
band  of  patriots  who  then  controlled  its  desti- 
nies were  not  content  with  giving  expression  to 
philanthropic  sentiments,  but  they  gave  more  sub- 
stantial evidence  of  their  philanthopy  by  abol- 
ishing slavery  in  1780.  I  cannot  give  expression 
to  the  feelings  produced  on  reading  the  preamble 
to  that  act,  better  than  by  reading  a  paragraph 
from  a  speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Webster,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1844,  in  which  he  discussed  the  policy  of 
admitting  Texas  into  the  Union,  and  eloquently 
alluded  to  the  policy  of  Pennsylvania : 

"I  was  desirous  of  siiyiiia;  a  few  words  in  you  about 
Texas  [Cries  nf  'Go  on!'  'Goon!'  'Tell  us  about 
Texas!]  Well,  I  w;U  only  say,  in  relmion  lo  Texas,  ihat 
you  will  find  inllie  are  hive.'  of  your  own  Stale  that  i^liieh 
is  far  more  imporiaul  than  all  I  can  say  upon  the  subji-et. 
But  I  do  say  that  the  aiinexaiionof  Texas  would  tend,  and 


n!vs«  tend,  to  psienci  the  duration  and  pxtent  of  Afrienn 
Slavery  on  ihi-  conline}il.  1  have  Ion?  held  that  opinion, 
and  [  would  001  now  suppress  V  for  any  co)l^ili^rnt^on  on 
earth  !  And  hep au-e  i\d(  t  s  iricre;i>e  Hit-  evils  of  ^lavt-r■^  — 
liecause  il  wid  increase  the  nuinl)er  ofs.avps  and  exlciu 
the  duralion  of  their  hondage — because,  n  dre-  -.ill  this.  / 
oppose  it  U'i'Jioiii  condilion  and  u-ithotit  (jvalijicalion — ai 
this  lime,  and  at  all  i.mef — Kow  a>d  forevlk. 

'•  Fn  179f.  the  I.e^islalure  of  Pennsylvania  passed  th*- 
act  abolishinir  Slavery  in  this  S'aie.  It  wks  imrodiieed 
by  a  ffraielM  aeknowled^'ment  to  God,  lor  the  achieve- 
nieiil  of  Ainericau  Liberty — for  ihat  assistance  by  winch 
the  people  hart  been  enallc'd  to  break  lh»  chains  u)  a 
foreiirn  Power,  and  by  the  enjoyment  and  assumption  oi 
a  du  y  contbrinahle  lo  ihai,  to  do  a'l  iney  coukl  to  break 
all  oiher  chains,  and  set  ihe  world  free. 

"Thai  nreamble  was  th'  work  of  your  fathers!  they 
sleep  in  hriiored  srraves;  thf  re  is  not,  I  beiieve.  one  ma.i 
living  MOW  who  was  p/,<jas'pd  in  that  mosi  rishteous  act 
There  are  words  in  thai  preamble  fi'  lo  he  read  by  all  who 
iuherii  the  Ih  o  1 — by  all  who  l>ea''  the  n-tne — by  all  who 
C'lrrish  th"  rneini  ry  of  an  honored  a.nd  virtuous  imcestry. 
And  1  jisk  every  one  o' you  now  prese  t,  ere  eisjht  and- 
forty  hours  pass  over  your  heads,  to  turn  to  ihatacl— lo 
read  that  pream  de  ;  and  ifyouare  Penn«ylvaniaus.  the 
blood  will  sijr  and  prompt  yon  to  you-  duty.  There  are 
arjuinenls  in  that  document  far  surpa^siii'j  anythini;  ihai 
iny  poor  a  iilily  could  advance  oa  the  subject,  and  there 
1  leave  it " 

I  will  now  g-ive  Ihe  preamble  to  which  Mr. 
Webster  so  eloqueiitlj-  alluded  : 

'•  When  we  contpmplale  our  abhorrence  of  that  condition 
to  which  th*"  arms  and  tyranny  of  Great  IJriiain  were  ex 
eried  to  reduce  u=;  when  we  look  back  upon  the  variety 
of  dangers  to  which  we  have  been  exposed  and  how 
mir-iculously  our  wants  iu  many  instances  have  been 
supplied,  and  our  deliverances  vi-nui;hl.  when  even  hope 
and  human  for  itude  have  b»ci  me  uiiecjual  to  the  conflict, 
we  are  unavoidably  led  lo  a  serious  and  graieful  sense  ol 
the  maidfold  blessings  which  we  have  undeservedly  re- 
ceived from  ihe  hai  d  of  that  Being  from  whom  ever\ 
good  and  perfect  gi't  coraeth.  Impressed  with  these  ideas. 
we  conceive  that  it  is  oar  du y,  and  we  rejoiee  ihai  it  is 
v^  our  povv'f!!.  to  extend  a  portion  of  thai  freedom  lo  r  thers. 
^vhich  halh  been  extended  to  us,  and  release  from  th  t 
slate  of  ihraldom,  to  which  we  ourselves  wera  lyran- 
iiically  doomed,  and  irom  which  wj  have  now  every  pros- 
pect of  being  delivered.  It  is  not  for  us  to  inquire  why. 
in  the  creation  of  mankind,  tlie  ir  hanitiuits  of  trie  several 
parts  of  the  earth  were  distinguished  by  a  diiTereuce  in 
feature  or  complexion. 

"  It  is  sufficient  to  know  that  all  are  the  wcrk  of  an 
Almighty  hand.  We  find  in  the  distribution  of  the  human 
species,  'ha;  the  most  fertile  as  well  as  the  most  barren 
parts  of  the  e-irih  are  inhab'ied  by  men  of  complex-o  i  dif- 
fered t  froin  ours,  and  from  eadi  other;  from  whence  we 
msy  reasonably,  as  well  as  religiously,  inter  that  He  who 
placed  them  in  their  various  situaiions  hath  extended 
equally  his  care  and  pro  eetionlo  all;  and  it  becornetli  not 
us  to  counteract  his  mercies.  We  esteem  it  a  peculiar 
ble^sinsj  granted  to  u=,  that  we  are  enabled  this  Hay  to 
add  one  more  step.ioward  universal  civilization,  by  re- 
mo. 'iuf!  as  much  as  possible  the  sorrows  of  tho.^e  who 
have  lived  in  unde-ervcd  Pondage,  and  from  whic'i,  by 
the  assumed  authorit.  o'  the  Kings  of  Great  Britain,  no 
eHeclual  legal  relief  could  be  obtained.  Weaned  by  a 
long  course  of  experience  from  those  narrow  prejudices 
and  parliali'Jes  we  Pad  im'^ibed,  we  fiid  our  hearts  en- 
large.-l  with  kindness  and  benevolence  towards  men  ot 
all  conditions  and  na'ions;  and  we  conceive  ourselves 
at  this  particular  perijd,  exiriordinari  y  called  upon  by 
the  blessiui'S  which  we  have  received,  to  manifest  the 
sincerity  of  oir  prof"ession,  and  to  give  a  substantial  proof 
of  our  gratitude 

■'And  whereas  the  condition  of  those  rersons  who 
have  heretofore  b  en  denominated  negro  and  raulailo 
slaves  has  been  atlend'^d  wnh  circumstances  which  not 
cnly  deprived  them  of  the  cominon  blessings  vvliich  by 
nature  lliev  were  entitled  to.  but  has  cast  them  into  ti  e 
deepest  atilictions.  by  an  unnatural  separation  and  sale  of 
husband  and  wife  from  each  other,  and  from  their  chil- 
dren— an  injury  the  greatness  of  which  can  only  be  con- 
ceived by  supposing  that  we  were  in  the  same  unhappy 
case:  In  justice,  therelore,  to  persons  so  unhappily  cir- 
cumstnnced,  and  who  have  no  prospect  before  them 
whereo-i  tliev  may  rest  their  sorrows  and  their  hopes — 
have  no  r  asonable  inducement  to  render  their  service 
to  society,  which  thay  otherwise  miirhi;  and,  also,  in 
gratefu  commenno-aiioii  of  our  own  ha  py  deliveranc  ■ 
from  that  state  of  uuconditioual  submission,  to  which  we 


were  doomed  by  the  tyranny  of  Britsin  :  Therefore.  Be 
It  tnacttd.  S^c." 

Then  follows  the  act  which  gradually  eman- 
cipiited  the  slaves  held  in  bondage  in  Pennsyl- 
Tauia — a  noble  deed,  worthy  the  noble  patriots 
ivho  performed  it,  and  worthy  to  be  had  in  ever- 
lasting remembrance  by  every  true  son  of  that 
philanthropic  and  patriotic  State,  founded  by 
Penn. 

A  recurrence  to  the  great  deeds  of  our  fathers 
increases  our  veneration  fur  them,  and  should 
incite  us  to  emulate  their  example.  Is  there  a 
suu  of  Pennsylvania  who  does  not  feel  the  kind- 
lings of  a  patriotic  pride,  when  be  calls  to  re- 
membrance the  noble  example  set  us  by  Frank- 
lin and  his  coadjutors?  Is  there  one  son  of  that 
great  free  Slate  who  does  not  rejoice  that  there 
is  not  the  footprint  of  a  slave  upon  its  soil?  If, 
then,  the  contemplation  of  the  act  which  bid  the 
bondmen  go  free,  and  prohibited  Slavery  forever 
within  its  borders,  affords  such  unalloyed 
pleasure,  can  it  be  possible  that  any  of  her  sons 
will  lend  their  influence  to  establish  such  an  in- 
stitution in  the  plains  of  Kansas?  Alas!  alas  1 
for  our  degeneracy.  I  cannot  say  that  there  are 
none  such.  The  teachings  and  example  of  the 
patriots  of  the  Revolution  long  continued  to  in- 
fluence and  control  the  action  of  the  people  of 
our  State.  In  1818,  1819,  and  1820,  we  find  the 
same  patriotic  devotion  to  the  pure  and  philan- 
thropic principles  of  our  fathers;  and  the  State, 
through  her  Legislature,  protested,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  against  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri with  a  Constitution  tolerating  Slavery, 
She  instructed  her  Senators  and  requested  her 
Representatives  in  Congress  to  resist  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri.  They  did  so  with  a  persist- 
ence and  fidelity  never  surpassed  by  any  body  of 
public  servants.  They  never  faltered  in  their 
duty;  and  we  find  that  twenty-one  out  of  the 
twenty-three  members  of  Congress  then  repre- 
senting Pennsylvania  in  this  Hall,  utterly  refused 
admission  to  Missouri  with  her  slave  Constitu- 
tion. Surrounded  as  they  believed  the  Union  to 
be  with  perils,  they  planted  themselves  immov- 
ably upon  what  they  believed  to  be  the  position 
taken  by  the  founders  of  the  Government,  not  to 
extend  an  institution  admitted  to  be  a  great  evil. 
Upon  this  position  they  took  their  stand,  and 
were  sitpported  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the 
Democratic  Stale  Legislature,  and  of  a  grateful 
constituency.  I  rejoice  that  I  can  thus  speak  of 
the  representatives  of  my  native  State,  who,  on 
her  part,  fought  the  first  great  battle  between 
Freedom  and  Slavery  in  these  Hals.  All  honor 
to  the  twenty-one  members  of  this  House,  and 
the  two  Senators,  who,  on  that  trying  occasion, 
refused  to  bow  the  knee  to  the  black  Baal  of 
America.  Dissolution  was  then  threatened,  as  it 
is  now  threatened,  and  by  men  from  the  same  sec- 
tion, with  this  difference:  we  had  no  "weeping 
Jeremiahs"  in  our  State  then,  prophesying,  in 
dolorous  notes,  the  ruin  of  the  country,  as  we 
have  now.  The  people  then  stood  firm,  and 
sustained  their  representatives  in  resisting  the 
demands  of  Slavery.  But  they  found  a  few 
Northern  men  with  softened  vertebrte  who  yielded, 
and  the  Compromise  was  passed,  and  Missouri 
was  admitted  with  her  slave  Constitution;  and 
the  Nortli,  for  its  share,  was  permitted  to  re- 
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tain  a  -wilderaess  for  thirt,y-four  years,  until  the 
South  -svanted  it,  and  then  they  took  that  too. 

A  geatleman  who  was  a  member  of  Cong-ress 
at  that  lime,  (the  venerable  Dr.  Darlington,) 
■n-ri;ing  to  a  newspaper  in  his  district,  gives  a 
graphic  description  of  the  scene  presented  on  the 
final  passage  of  the  Missouri  Compromise.  I  will 
give  a  few  extracts  : 

"The  vau'lfifl  iloiiie  re-eclioert  wilh  threats  oriilood  and 
carnage,  disiin  on  and  civil  war,  and  -M  the  lerrityinu; 
figures  wliii-h  h<'at^  d  imaffijialioiis  conid  conjure  up  ;  but 
the  firiii  and  I'aith  ul  calmly  pursued  their  course,  resolved 
iipnii  d  scharcing  the  solfinii  duties  ccimuiilted  to  them, 
and  leaviui:  che  eve^it  to  Hiui  who  control*  the  dements 
and  overrules  the,  inry  of  even  the  p'oud-'si  anionic  the 
loi-ds  of  creati'ni.  Tui-se  ihrealsof  di-uiuou.so  abhorrent 
to  everv  patriotic  mind,  and  so  at  variauce  wilh  the  part 
insr  !•  iu\i''iiou  of  the  Father  of  his  Oouutry,  have  become 
di-:g::a.-efally  common  ia  laiter  times.  U  is  the  g'ory  of 
the  middle  S'ates,  amon^  wiiich  Peunsylvaiiia  stands  pre- 
eraineut.  ti  have  esche  wen  this  desperate  folly,  and  to  have 
coii'roi'ed  the  madness  of  the  extremists  "  *  *  *  ''Just 
and  le»!t!in:ile  acts  of  Govfrument  never  yet  produced 
commotions  amousr  an  en'igtuened  and  virtuous  people; 
and  Americans  cannot  be  already  so  deteriorated  as  to 
consider  a  re  triction  ou  the  further  extension  of  human 
Slavery,  an  act  of  injustice  or  impolicy.  It  would  be  a 
lib^-l  on  the  so  is  of  the  men  of  "70.  to  entertain  such  an 
idea  tor  a  sinale  moment."'     *     *    * 

"  P.  S. — March  5.  1  -'20  — The  die  is  oast.  Missouri  is  ad- 
mitted, with  the  privilege  of  formiig  a  Constitution  and 
Slate  Government  without  the  restricliou  of  Slavery. 
The  Senate  rejected  the  r'^strictive  clause  iu  the  iVtissouri 
bill,  and  sent  it  back  with  an  additional  section,  to  ex- 
clude Slavery  iu  ih-  'I'erritories  north  of  :W°  30'.  The 
committee  of  conference  recommended  to  the  House  to 
ado,)i  these  amendmsuts.  on  which  condition  the  Senate 
had  ag  eed  to  admit  Maine  into  the  Union.  Then  came 
the  trying  moment.  'I'he  most  pathetic  appeals  were 
made  to  members;  th"  horrors  of  disunion  were  depicted 
on  one  hand,  and  the  blessings  of  harmony  portrayed  on 
the  olhrr.  Sine  wavering  friends  of  restricliou  disap- 
peared from  the  House,  and  three  or  four  went  over  to 
the  other  side;  and  when  the  question  was  taken,  there 
\vas  am-ijor.ly  of  three  tor  acceding  to  the  ainendmeiits 
of  the  Seiat'.  lam  proiil,  however,  lo  say  that,  not- 
withs  a  idins  the  thre^its  a:id  the  appeals  to  the  fears  and 
the  t'i-iings.  honest  f eniisylvaiiia,  t'ditnlul  Pennsylvania, 
stood  firn  as  a  roi-k.  Two  of  her  memliers  had  been  op- 
p-ised  to  th"  rpstriction  f'-om  the  beuiiining.  (Mr.  Baldwin 
and  Mr.  FullHrton.)  'hou,'li  the  latter  voted  for  it  till  the 
pinch  came;  btt  the  remiiinler  were  not  to  be  moved 
even  ill  (Aif  trying  moment — for  it  was  an  awful  cri-is. 
Everj-'hing  horrible  was  thre:Uejied.  with  the  most  de- 
teriniu' d  a-pect  of  menace.  One  membHr  tainted  twice 
Willie  pleading  for  the  Compromise.  Thus  has  Congress 
jw^siblij  averied  evi  s  threaieur'd  by  distempered  men  'o 
the  si  iveholdinar  State?,  and  certainly,  in  my  opinion, 
humblPd  the  praud  character  of  our  Republic  iii  tiie  eyes 
of  ihe  world  " 

The  writer  of  the  above  adds,  in  a  note,  the 
following  : 

■'  Oftlie  twen'y-ihree  Re'.ir<=sentatives  of  Penn.sylvaiiia) 
at  tr:ai  day,  ttie  f  illowing  named  twenty-one  resisted  the 
exieiision  of  SI  ivery  into  Missouri  Hiid  rill  free  terriioiy. 
on  any  pretext  or  eomiiromi.se  whalevrr  : 

'•A[ess/s  B'tden.  l)  irlingloi.  Denuisou,  Kd  wards,  For- 
r-:sl.  Gross.  Heinpliill.  Hibshmau,  Huister,  Hosb-tter,  Ma- 
cbiy.  .Mir-hiir,  R.  Moore,  S  Moort,  ivlurray,  Paiterson. 
Pliilson.  Rogers.  Sergeant,  an  J  Tarr." 

The  patriotic  writer  of  those  extracts  has  sur- 
vived that  Compromise  which  was  to  live  forever. 
What  anguish  liis  noble  heart  must  have  felr, 
when  he  learned  of  the  consummation  of  that 
unparalleled  perfidy  by  which  that  Compromise 
was  abrogated  !  He  remarlis,  in  a  note  written 
since  the  repeal : 

'•  Every  int-lligent  person  is  now  aware  that  the  noisy 
yaporings  of  the  S'ave  Power  down  South  is  all  sham, 
intended  merely  lo  scare  the  aervile  remnants  of  obsolete 
pinie-  and  'C|nai)bling  factions  in  the  fMonh.  The  Slave 
I'oweris  a  unit,  and  toleraie.^'  no  dissenting  tactions  in  its 
own  dominions;  but  it  encourag,.  s  feud<  and  divisions 
e'sewherp.  the  l/ott'  r  to  manage  them.  Yet.  while  the 
cuuning  oligarchy  thus  threatens,  it  knows  lull  well- 


none  can  know  it  belter — that  the  peculiar  institution 
would  nol  be  safe  one  hour  under  the  influeiices  result- 
ing from  a  diss  luiion  of  the  Union.  Why  should  it.  so 
long  as  It  can  wield  at  pleasure  tlie  physical  energies  of 
the  iVee  Siates?'' 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1820,  the  writer  made  this 
prediction  : 

''I  venture  to  predict  that  the  settled  policy  of  the  slave- 
holding  Slates  ^^ill  be,  lo  prevent  ihe  admission  of  any 
new  non-slaveholding  Stale  into  the  Union,  unless  a 
slaveliolding  State  shall  be  admitted  to  balance  it." 

Why  should  Pennsylvaniansbe  expected  to  re- 
pudiate tlie  noble  principles  and  exalted  virtues 
of  their  fathers?  Their  deeds  and  virtues  have 
embalmed  their  memories  iti  the  recollection  ot 
the  patriotic  and  virtuous,  and  will  hand  down 
their  names,  associated  with  the  good  and  great 
who  have  lived  upon  earth,  to  the  latest  posterity. 
Do  those  who  appeal  to  us  to  vote  fur  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan claim  that  he  will  subserve  any  special 
or  peculiar  interest  of  Pennsylvania?  No.  With 
the  Democracy,  there  is  but  one  question  now  be- 
fore the  country.  Tariffs,  internal  improvement 
systems,  distribution  of  public  lands,  banks — all, 
all  have  dwindled  into  insignificance  before  the 
greater  question,  whether  Slavery  shall  be  spread 
over  the  plains  of  Kansas,  and  thereby  a  new 
marltet  be  opened  to  the  domestic  slave  trade. 

Governor  Wise,  of  Virginia,  in  a  recent  speech, 
urged  the  peculiar  claims  of  Mr.  Buchanan  upon 
the  South,  and  declared,  that  if  Mr.  Buchanan's 
policy  in  relation  to  the  Territories  acquired  from 
Mexico  had  been  adopted,  slaves  would  have  in- 
creased three  hundred  per  cent,  in  value.  Has 
not  the  free  labor  of  Pennsylvania  already  felt 
sufficiently  the  crushing  influence  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars  invested  in  slave  property, 
that  she  should  lend  her  influence  to  add  to  its 
value,  and  consequently  to  the  power  of  an  inter- 
est which  already  overshadows  all  others  in  the 
country,  and  which  has  always  waged  a  bitter 
warfare  against  Pennsylvania  interests? 

Mr.  Chairinan,  it  will  not  do  to  tell  me  that  Mr. 
Buchanan  will  not  observe  the  conditions  upon 
which  he  was  nominated.  He  has  sworn  fealty 
to  the  Cincinnati  platform;  and  if  he  is  an  hon- 
est and  honorable  man,  he  cannot  do  otherwise 
than  fulfil  the  conditions  upon  which  he  was 
nominated. 

We  are  appealed  to  in  Pennsylvania  to  vote  for 
James  Buchanan,  because  he  is  a  Pennsylvanian 
to  the  ''  manner  born,"  and  our  State  pride  is  ap- 
pealed to.  It  will  not  do,  gentlemen;  the  people 
of  my  State  have  some  State  pride,  but  will  not 
be  induced  to  vote  for  a  man  whose  ambition 
leads  him  to  forget  what  is  due  to  his  own  State 
and  his  country.  He  has  no  claims  upon  aay 
but  those  who  approve  of  that  Mocked  policy 
which  has  caused  the  murders,  arsons,  and  rob- 
beries, in  Kansas.  He  is  bound  to  complete  what 
Pierce  began,  and  has  no  claims  upon  any  man 
who  could  not  support  Pierce  or  Douglas. 

With  these  facts  before  us,  we  aj e  invited — nay, 
urged — to  vote  for  Mr.  Buchanan,  because,  for- 
sooth, he  is  a  Pennsylvanian. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  i\Ir.  Buchanan  was  nomi- 
nated because  it  was  supposed  that  he  could 
carry  Pennsylvania,  and  thereby  save  the  partj 
from  that  overwhelming  defeat  which  it  so  richly 
merits  at  the  hands  of  a  betrayed  and  outraged 
people.     But  I  would  ask  those  who  urge  us  to 


TOte  for  him  because  he  is  a  Pennsylvania]!,  how 
they  can  expect  us  to  do  so,  when  he  is  pledged 
to  pursue  a  policy — an  infamous  policy — that  is 
not  of  Pennsylvania,  but  of  Douglas  and  i^tchi- 
son.  He  has  doffed  his  individuality,  and  no 
longer  thinks  or  acts  for  himself.  He  is  hereater 
to  be  the  exponent  of  the  Cincinnati  platform, 
and  it  is  the  exponent  of  the  views  and  j)olicy  of 
Douglas  and  Atchison.  The  hemp  placed  about 
the  necks  of  Governor  Reeder  and  William  Y. 
Roberts,  would  scarcely  set  the  easier  because  it 
was  nicely  adjusted  by  a  marshal  appointed  by 
their  old  Democratic  friend  and  leader,  James 
Buchanan,  who,  as  President,  was  carrying  out 
the  Douglas  policy,  by  "subduing"  and  hanging 
them  for  treason. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  a  few  years  since, 
when  we  were  about  to  acquire  territorj^  from 
Mexico,  to  "  indemnify  us  for  the  war"  com- 
menced by  Mr.  Polk,  Pennsylvania,  through  her 
State  Legislature,  instructed  her  Senators  and 
requested  her  Representatives  to  vote  for  the 
adoption  of  the  "  Wilmot  Proviso,"  and  to  exclude 
Slavery  from  all  territories  which  might  be  ac- 
quired. I  had  the  honor  to  have  a  seat  in  the 
Legislature  in  1847.  when  those  resolutions  were 
passed,  and  I  believe  that  there  were  but  three 
dissenting  votes  in  the  Senate  and  House.  .Those 
resolutions  were  supported  bj^  Governor  Bigler, 
now  United  States  Senator,  John  C.  Knox,  now 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  by 
other  Democrats  of  less  distinction.  How  can 
Pennsylvania,  with  this  record,  support  this  new 
dogma,  which,  if  sustained  in  the  election  of  Mr. 
Buchanan,  will  tarnish  her  fair  escutcheon,  and 
sadly  mar  the  beauty  of  her  historical  record?  It 
is  not  necessary  for  me  to  pursue  this  subject 
further  than  to  say  that  Pennsylvania  has  clung 
to  the  policj'  of  her  patriotic  leaders  of  revolu- 
tionary times. 

KAKSAS. 

Ever  since  the  perpetration  of  that  great  crime 
against  the  nation's  peace— the  passage  of  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill — the  countiy,  throughout 
its  length  and  breadth,  has  been  convulsed  with 
excitement  pernicious  to  its  prosperit}'  and  hap- 
piness. It  should  be  the  object  of  every  patriot 
to  do  what  he  can  to  restore  quiet,  and  that  is 
only  to  be  done  by  removing  the  cause.  A  skill- 
ful physician  will  first  ascertain  the  cause  of  the 
excitement,  or  the  disease,  and  then  will  apply 
suitable  remedies  for  its  removal.  He  will,  if 
possible,  probe  to  the  seat  of  the  disease,  and  re- 
move the  cause  of  irritation.  So  with  the  body 
politic  ;  when  diseased  or  unnaturally  excited,  we 
must  first  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  cause,  and 
then  apply  the  remedy.  There  is  not  a  man,  wo- 
man, or  child,  in  the  land,  who  does  not  know  the 
cause  of  the  feverish  excitement  that  now  threat- 
ens our  future  happiness  and  peace.  And  I  was 
about  to  say,  further,  that  there  is  not  one  within 
the  sound  of  my  voice — naj-,  scarcely  an  intelli- 
gent man  in  the  whole  country,  but  who  knows 
what  is  the  remedy  to  be  applied,  which  will  re- 
move the  plague-spot.  It  is  as  simple  as  it  will 
prove  efBcacious.  Repeal  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
act.  That  is  the  remedy,  and  you  all  know  it. 
Your  President  knows  it.  Mr.  Douglas  knows  it. 
But  they  have  not  sufiicient  patriotism  to  raise 
them  up  to  the"  performance  of  deeds  so  noble. 


Madness  or  folly  rules  the  hour,  and  the  spirit  of 
the  infernals  appears,  for  the  time,  to  direct  our 
affairs.  Wise  men  saw  this  from  the  beginning. 
The  object  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compro- 
mise was  to  take  away  the  barrier  which  pro- 
hibited Slavery  from  entering  the  fair  fields  of 
Kansas.  The  wicked  pretence  set  up,  that  it  was 
not  to  legislate  Shivery  into  Kansas,  or  to  legis- 
late it  out,  and  that  the  people  should  be  left 
"  perfectly  free"  to  adopt  their  own  institutions, 
bore  the  impress  of  falsehood  upon  every  line  of 
the  act. 

But  the  effects,  the  fruits  of  that  bill — what  are 
they  ?  Look  at  the  report  of  your  committee  sent 
to  Kansas  to  investigate  the  election  frauds.  What 
a  revelation  is  there  for  my  countrymen  l^what 
an  exposure  for  the  eyes  of  civilized  men !  The 
parallel  to  the  atrocities  committed  there  cannot 
be  found  in  the  history  of  any  civilized  country, 
since  the  "  northern  hive  "  broke  loose  upon  and 
overran  the  Roman  Empire.  Crimes  of  every 
grade  are  committed  against  those  who  were 
fured  from  the  free  States  by  the  deceptive  lure, 
that  they  were  to  be  left  "perfectly  free  to  es- 
tablish their  own  domestic  institutions."  And 
the  criminals  run  at  large !  Men  from  the  free 
States  are  hunted  like  wild  partridges  upon  the 
heath,  and  are  driven  out ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand.  Southern  emigrants — armed  emigrants — 
are  welcomed  into  the  Territory  ;  and,  upon  their 
arrival,  are  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  under  Marshal  Donaldson,  and  paid 
out  of  the  money  of  the  people.  Call  you  thia 
equality,  gentlemen?  Major  Buford  marched 
over  four  hundred  men  from  South  Carolina  and 
Alabama;  and  as  soon  as  they  reach  Kansas, 
they  become  a  part  of  the  United  States  Mar- 
shal's posse,  and  are  placed  upon  the  pay-rolL 
They  may  commit  what  acts  of  violence  they 
will,  and  there  is  no  remedy.  The  United  States 
troops  can  drive  out  bodies  of  Free  State  men, 
and  can  prevent  others  from  entering  the  Terri- 
tory, but  have  no  power  over  Marshal  Donald- 
son's or  Sheriff  Jones's  posses.  Every  intelligent 
man  must  see  that  the  Kansas  bill  invited  this 
very  state  of  things.  It  was  a  deceptive  invita- 
tion to  the  North  and  the  South  to  send  emi- 
grants into  the  Territory,  and  the  strongest  should 
be  the  winner  of  the 'prize.  All  Western  Mis- 
souri, with  Atchison,  Stringfellow,  and  their 
army  of  Border  Ruffians,  stood  ready  to  overpower 
the  Free  State  actual  settlers  ;  and  they  did  do  it 
more  than  once,  as  is  shown  by  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Pennsylvanians,  lured  by  the  devices  and  hol- 
low professions  of  that  bill  of  fraud,  emigrated 
in  considerable  numbers — some  from  my  district, 
but  more  from  my  colleague's,  [General  Dick  s  ;] 
others  from  Ohio."  Some  of  these.  Barber,  Brown, 
and  others,  have  been  welcomed  to  inhospijtable 
graves  by  the  bloody  hands  of  Border  Ruffians. 
Some  are  in  prison  under  arrest  for  treason,  be- 
cause they  in  their  simplicity  believed  that  the 
Kansas  bill  meant  what  it  said  ;  that  is,  that  they 
should  be  left  perfectly  free  to  adopt  their  own 
domestic  institutions  ;  and  set  about  doing  so  at 
Topeka,  and  formed  a  Free  State  Constitution. 
For  this,  G.  W.  Smith,  Esq.,  a  lawyer  of  long  ex- 
perience, ability,  and  respectable  standing,  from 
Butler,  the  residence  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Purti- 
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ASCE.]  is  no^v  iu  the  "  chain-gang,"  under  the 
guard  of  the  United  States  troops.  Another  Penn- 
sylvanian,  W.  Y.  Rolierts.  Esq.,  with  whom  I  had 
tne  pleasure  of  .'serving  iu  our  State  Legislature, 
and  who  was  then  one  of  the  leading  Democrats 
in  that  body,  has  been  driven  out  of  the  Terri- 
tory upon  a  charge  of  treason,  for  having  taken 
part  iu  forming  the  Topeka  Constitution. 

KAXS.4.S  POLICY  TO  BB  CARRIED  OUT. 

Suppose  that,  through  the  wickedness,  per- 
verseness,  or  weakness  of  a  pilot,  he  should  use 
a  chart  by  which  he  had  steered  a  noble  vessel 
into  the  most  perilous  position,  among  rocks  and 
brealcers,  and  that  a  storm  having  arisen,  the  ves- 
sel was  in  the  greatest  danger  of  being  wrecked, 
and  there  was  but:  one  channel  by  which  the  vessel 
could  be  rescued,  and  brought  back  to  an  open 
sea,  and  that  the  pilot  and  crew  obstinately  re- 
fused to  tuck,  and  declared  that  they  would  steer 
by  the  false  chart,  if  the  consequence  should  be 
the  loss  of  the  vessel,  what  would  you  think  of 
the  proposition  to  throw  the  pilot  overboard,  re- 
tain the  crew,  and  employ  a  new  pilot,  upon  con- 
dition that  he  must  pledge  himself  to  use  the 
same  compass  and  the  same  chart,  and  that  he 
must  navigate  the  vessel  in  all  particulars  as  the 
old  pilot  d"id? 

What  would  you  think  of  the  wisdom  of  such 
a  propositioa?  Would  it  not  be  wicked  to  so 
expose  the  ship  and  the  lives  of  passengers  ? 
Yet  that  is  precisely  what  you  have  done  in 
throwing  overboard  Mr.  Pierce,  and  in  insisting 
that  the  proposed  new  pilot,  Mr.  Buchanan,  shall 
not  return  to  the  point  of  departure,  36°  30^,  but 
must  continue  to  steer  by  the  Douglas  and  String- 
fellow  chart,  if  the  consequence  should  be  the 
loss  of  the  ship,  with  all  on  board.  If  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  were  alone  the  passengers,  we 
might  not  complain  at  the  wickedness  of  their 
determination. 

Again  :  suppose  that  my  friend  and  colleague 
on  my  left  [Dr.  Bradshaw]  should  be  called  to 
visit  a  sick  man,  whose  sands  of  life  had  appa- 
rently nearly  run  out.  The  doctor,  after  proper 
examination  of  the  patient,  expressed  his  opinion 
that  the  patient,  although  very  near  death's  door, 
might  yet  be  saved  by  a  change  of  treatment. 
Ah  !  say  the  physicians,  who  had  been  in  attend- 
ance from  the  day  of  his  illness,  and  have  en- 
dangered his  life  by  maltreatment,  that  cannot 
be  done  ;  we  have  risked  our  reputation  as  skillful 
physicians  upon  the  treatment  which  the  patient 
has  had,  and  there  is  to  be  ?!o  change.  If  you 
can  cure  the  man  by  our  treatment,  we  will  give 
the  patient  up  to  you.  Would  the  doctor  take 
charge  of  the  patient  upon  such  conditions  ?  No, 
gentfemen.  He  would  either  apply  his  own  rem- 
edies, or  leave  him  to  die  in  the  hands  of  the 
quacks.  Doctor  Buchanan  should  have  made 
the  same  terms  with  the  political  quacks  who 
have  brought  upon  the  nation  the  fatal  disease 
DOW  preying  upon  its  vitals  ;  but  he  is  willing  to 
take  charge  of  the  patient,  and  promises  to  use 
the  same  nostrums  which  have  been  prescribed 
by  Doctor  Pierce  and  Doctor  Douglas,  the  con- 
Bulting  physicians.     It  would  require  a  greater 


amount  of  credulity  than  I  possess,  to  believe  that 
the  patient  will  recover  under  such  treatment. 

DEMOCRACY  NOT  ALWAYS  THE  SAME. 

The  Democratic  parly  claim  that  the  great  dis- 
tinguishing, vital  principle  of  their  party  is,  obe- 
dience to  the  clearly-expressed  will  of  the  ma- 
jority. We  know  that  upon  this  corner-stone 
rests  the  structure  of  our  Government.  But  let 
us  test  the  Democratic  profession  by  their  prac- 
tice. They  repealed  the  restrictive  clause  of  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  to  extend  Slavery,  with- 
out solicitation  from,  and  in  opposition  to,  the 
will  of  the  people.  It  was  resisted  in  vain.  The 
people  were  appealed  to,  and,  after  full  discus- 
sion, put  their  seal  of  reprobation  upon  the  act, 
and  sent  us  here  to  repeal  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
bill,  and  restore  the  Missouri  restrictive  clause. 
This  we  have  done.  We  have  met  the  demands 
of  the  people.  But  the  Senate,  professedly  Demo- 
cratic, and  further  removed  from  the  people,  re- 
fuse to  obey  their  behests.  They  reject  the  bill 
admitting  Kansas  with  her  free  Constitution 
formed  at  Topeka.  They  also  reject  a  bill  re- 
pealing the  Kansas  act,  and  restoring  the  Mis- 
souri line — tlie  very  Uuug  ihai  I  and  l.'ie  oUier  an  i  Ne- 
lira~ka  members  were  seiii  here  to  do.  We  have  met  the 
demands  of  'he  people,  but  a  D  mncratic  Senate  tiiTov  s 
our  ijills  I'aek  upon  us  with  derision  and  insult.  This  is 
the  Democracy  of  135(3 1 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  during- the  Administrat'on  of 
Pres  dent  Tyler,  a  ir-'aty  was  entered  into  with  Texas, 
providing  for  its  udrrii>sion  into  the  Union.  'J  he  treaty 
was  sulnniiied  to  the  Senate,  and  by  it  rejecied.  The 
South,  under  the  lead  of  Mr.  Calhou;  .  fort-ed  the  Demo- 
cratic pnriy  to  adopt  the  annexation  of  Texas  as  a  pary 
measure,  and  it  was  made  the  issue  in  the  campaign  in 
ISlt.  That  issuer  defeat'-d  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  iiomina- 
ijon.  and  nominaiei  Mr.  Polk.  The  issus  was  earned  to 
ihe  people,  and  Mr  Polk  was  elected  over  Mr.  Clay.  The 
Democratic  pary  then  claimed,  that  the  question  having 
been  submitted  lo  the  people,  and  they  having  decided  iii 
favor  of  ii,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Congress  which  as 
sembled  1st  of  Deceml^er,  lS4t.  to  act  upo.T  the  subject; 
and  they  did  so  before  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugurated,  and 
admilted  Texas  by  joint  resnluiioii — the  same  Senate 
which  rejecied  the  ire^ty  the  winter  previous,  now  voting 
for  her  admission.  That  was  Democracy  in  1S44  1  Ah! 
but  my  Democraiic  friends  say.  the  people  were  with  us 
then  :  tliey  are  not  wiih  us  in  the  Kansas  m.alter,  and  that 
makes  all  th"  diflerence  in  the  world.  I  admit,  tiiat  wiih 
an  unscrupulous  party  it  does. 

We  are  about  to  relafn  to  our  homos,  and  give  an  ac- 
cou'it  of'our  stewardship  tothosi  wlio  sent  us.  We  have 
done  all  that  we  can  do,  to  carry  out  the  will  of  a  vast 
majority  of  the  people  of  thii  couniry— to  give  peace  lo 
'he  couiiiry,  and  protect  the  people  of  Kansas  against 
the  acts  of  an  infamous  Territorial  Legislature,  imiios^-d 
upon  ihein  by  Missouri,  and  the  still  more  infamous  acts 
of  Border  Rulfians.  clotted  with  power  by  this  Adminis- 
tration. But  our  erforts  have  proved  iiLCff-'Ctual,  because 
the  Senate  and  President  would  not  abandon  their  cher- 
ished project  of  making  Kansas  a  slave  S  aie.  We  will 
l:iy  the  matter  before  tliepeoile.  Jf  ihey  apiirove  of  the 
treachery  of  those  who  hatched  the  Kansas  conspiracy, 
and  aiiprnve  of  the  ou'raees  committed  there,  they  will 
vole  ibr  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  send  those  to  repre.s":i)t  ihem 
ill  this  Hall,  who  will  sustain  him  in  his  deiermination  to 
carry  out  the  Pierce,  Douglas,  and  Siriiigfellow  policy,  as 
ex|  ressed  iutheCin'-'innaU  platforiTi.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
they  approve  of  our  c  urse  in  attempting!  to  save  Kansas 
to  Freedom,  and  to  protect  its  deceived  and  unfortunate 
citizen-,  and  in  vindic-'ling  the  national  faith,  and  in  giv- 
ing peace  to  the  who  e  country,  they  will  elect  Fremont 
tol.he  Presidency,  and  return  to  this  House  again  amjijor- 
i  y  ofrnen  true  to  ihi-se  great  objects.  The  issues  are  plain. 
Duties  and  responsiltilities  of  va.st  moment  now  rest  upon 
the  people,  and  I  have  no  fear  but  that  they  will  meet  and 
discharge  them  as  patriots. 
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